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MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT  

I am happy to inform you that, in consequence of the various cost reduction measures 
implemented by the General Committee, the finances of the Club is now back in the black.  
However, the GC will continue to proceed cautiously to ensure that we stay financially 
healthy. 

One of our GC members, Davis Mok, has resigned from the GC and has requested to be 
placed on the overseas membersô list.  Davis has found gainful employment in China and 
has established residence there.  Davis was the immediate past Chairman of the Aviation 
Liberal Education Sub-Committee and has made significant contributions to the Hong Kong 
Aviation Club Foundation as well as the 1661st Air Scout Group.  I am sure you will join 
me in offering our sincerely appreciation for his efforts as well as our best wishes for his 
future endeavours. 

With the vacancy created by Davisô departure, the GC, at their meeting on 8 June 2010, 
co-opted Andrew Macmillen as a new member of the GC, which term will expire at the 
forthcoming AGM.  Andrew, as you are aware, is the Chairman of the Pilots 
Sub-Committee.  Welcome, Andrew. 

At the same GC meeting, it was agreed to set up a Food and Beverage Sub-Committee, 
which will meet regularly (I hope monthly) with the General Manager, Restaurant Manager 
and the Chef in attendance.  Initially, I will be the Chairman of this Sub-Committee.  
Another GC member, S.K. Wong, has also agreed to serve on this Sub-Committee.  If any 
member would like to contribute by serving, please let me or Stanley know. 

Until next time, safe flying. 

 

John. 
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MESSAGE FROM ACTING C FI  
 

RADIO FAILURE 

In my last message, I mentioned the setting up of a Safety Management System (SMS); 
that it is a system where each and every flying member is encouraged to report, if he or she 
wishes on a no-name basis, any incident which is considered a compromise to flight safety.  
In this regard, I would like to bring to your notice an incident involving B-HHF a couple of 
months ago. 

The pilot had planned a flight down the Harbour.  On changing frequency to 120.60 MHz 
he lost radio contact.  Changing back to 122.40 MHz did not solve the problem.  He 
therefore did the correct thing, squawked 7600 on the transponder and returned 
immediately to Shek Kong making blind calls on the way back.  Amazingly, the radio 
worked perfectly again upon landing and that would have been (and was) the end of the 
matter. 

Subsequent feedback from Air Traffic Control revealed that the pilot was perhaps a little 
over-zealous in making his blind calls, thus jamming the frequency.  They advise that, in 
future, should any pilot suspect radio failure he should just make normal blind calls as 
necessary, e.g. ñHK Information all stations, HF Port Shelter (or Tolo, or New Town, etc.).  
There is no need for repetitive calls to try to re-establish radio contact. 

There is a Helicopter Flying Order, GEN-16 on Radio Failure Procedure, which I would 
encourage all pilots (both fixed wing and helicopter) to read and refresh.  When someone 
else is involved in an incident, letôs all learn from it.  It may happen again and next time it 
could be you. 

KAI TAK HELICOPTER OPERATION 

Recently, an e-circular was sent to all KTK Authorized pilots that the 10 knot tailwind limit on 
landing is absolute.  However, subsequently one of them landed after he had 
acknowledged 11 knots.  I had no choice but to impose on him a temporary suspension 
from flying out of Kai Tak.  Heavy handed, you may say.  But we were faced with a CAD 
recurrent audit of our KTK operations less than a week after the incident.  In addition to 
reviewing all our paper work, the inspectors also listen to all the recordings on our 
Company frequency of 131.25 MHz and compare these with the flight log we are required 
to keep to make sure that all pilots returning to Kai Tak do make wind check calls. 

We have been told that these audits will recur monthly as CAD considers our KTK 
operations ñsensitiveò.  We have to stick to the rules so that we are accountable to the 
CAD, who in return are accountable to the public.  So please cooperate. 

 

Safe flying, 

John. 
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FAREWELL PARTY TO  RFI(H) ð KENNY CHOI  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HONG KONG AVIATION FOUNDATION  

CLUB VISIT PHOTOS (May 10)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
Sincerely thanks the following donors, sponsoring pilots and volunteers who had contributed to 
Hong Kong Aviation Club Foundation from Feb10 to May10: 

 

Mr. CHAN Wai Kin, Mr. LI John, Mr. PATTERSON Danny, Mr. WONG Sai Kee, and more 
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